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THE  LAUSANNE  MOVEMENT: 

ITS  PAST,  PRESENT  AND  FUTURE 


The  World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order  (and  the 
Movement  which  has  grown  out  of  it),  is  distinguished 
from  other  international  Movements  working  for  the 
reunion  of  the  Christian  churches  by  two  outstanding 
characteristics:  (i)  with  very  few  exceptions  its  members 
are  officially  appointed  by  the  various  churches  which  take 
part  in  it,  to  act  as  their  representative  delegates ; (2)  its 
aim  is  to  discover,  face  and  overcome  the  obstacles  to  the 
full  organic  unity  of  Christendom. 

It  follows  that  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Movement  to 
devise  and  adopt  a scheme  of  reunion.  Reunion  will  have 
to  be  achieved  by  the  churches  themselves.  But  the 
churches  are  hindered  by  ignorance  of  one  another’s 
beliefs,  by  misunderstandings  which  have  grown  through 
the  isolation  of  church  from  church.  The  Faith  and  Order 
Movement  exists  to  enable  the  churches  to  explain  them- 
selves to  one  another,  in  the  hope  that  when  the  misunder- 
standings are  cleared  away,  the  genuine  differences  of 
conviction  will  be  found  to  be  less  in  number  than  at  first 
appears.  But  what  of  these  genuine  differences  of  con- 
viction themselves  ? Can  they  be  reconciled  within  the 
fellowship  of  one  united  Church?  That  only  the  future 
can  shew,  and  only  the  churches  themselves  can  decide  the 
question.  Our  Movement  will  have  played  its  part  if  it 
can  help  to  shew  them  the  way. 

The  Past. 

After  many  years  of  preparatory  work  (in  which  a 
leading  part  was  taken  by  the  late  Robert  Hallowell 
Gardiner,  to  whose  zeal  and  devotion  the  Movement  owes 
more  than  can  be  expressed  in  words),  the  first  World  Con- 
ference on  Faith  and  Order  met  at  Lausanne  in  the  summer 
of  1927,  under  the  chairmanship  of  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop 
Charles  S.  Brent,  D'.D.  There  were  over  four  hundred 
delegates  present,  representing  more  than  a hundred 
churches.  The  Conference  sat  for  two  and  a half  weeks, 
and  issued  a Report  stating  what  measure  of  agreement  it 
had  been  possible  to  reach  on  the  following  subjects  : 
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I.  The  Call  to  Unity. 

II.  The  Church’s  Message  to  the  World  : the  Gospel. 

III.  The  Nature  of  the  Church. 

IV.  The  Church’s  Common  Confession  of  Faith. 

V.  The  Ministry  of  the  Church. 

VI.  The  Sacraments. 

VII.  The  Unity  of  Christendom  and  the  Relation  thereto 
of  Existing  Churches. 

The  Conference  ordered  this  Report  to  be  referred  to 
the  churches  concerned,  with  a request  that  they  should 
consider  it  and  express  their  judgment  upon  it.  There 
was  also  appointed  a Continuation  Committee  of  104 
members  with  Bishop  Brent  as  chairman  and  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Alfred  E.  Garvie  as  vice-chairman,  to  receive  and  consider 
the  responses  of  the  churches  to  the  Report,  and  to  take  such 
further  action  as  should  be  advisable  to  further  the  cause 
for  which  the  Conference  stood.  Thus  was  launched  the 
continuing  endeavour  which  has  come  to  be  known  alterna- 
tively as  “ The  Faith  and  Order  Movement  ” or  “ The 
Lausanne  Movement.” 

From  1928  to  1931  the  Continuation  Committee  met 
annually : once  in  Czechoslovakia,  twice  in  Switzerland, 
and  once  in  England.  In  1929  Bishop  Brent  died,  and 
was  succeeded  as  chairman  by  the  Most  Rev.  William 
Temple,  D.D.,  Archbishop  of  York,  Dr.  Garvie  remaining 
vice-chairman.  During  these  years  the  responses  of  the 
churches  to  the  Report  of  the  1927  Conference  were  coming 
in,  and  were  circulated  to  all  the  members  of  the  Continua- 
tion Committee.  A small  Committee,  called  the  Com- 
mittee of  Reference,  of  which  Dean  H.  N.  Bate  was  chair- 
man, presented  a report  on  those  already  received  at  the 
1930  meeting.  This  report  shewed  that  the  work  of  the 
1927  Conference  had  met  with  a widespread  welcome,  and 
in  the  following  year  (1931)  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to 
call  a second  World  Conference  to  meet  in  1937.  By  this 
time  the  study  of  the  responses  of  the  churches  was 
enabling  the  Continuation  Committee  to  see  more  clearly 
where  the  most  vital  problems  lie,  where  the  churches  are 
most  deeply  divided  by  disagreements  which  must  be 
faced  and  reconciled  before  organic  unity  can  be  achieved. 
Thus  a provisional  programme  for  the  1937  conference 
began  to  take  shape,  and  it  was  sketched  out  as  follows  : 
General  Subject : The  Church  in  the  Purpose  of  God. 
Sub-divisions : 

I.  The  Church  and  the  Word. 

II.  The  Church  and  the  World. 
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III.  The  Meaning  of  Grace 

(a)  Grace  and  the  Church. 

(b)  Grace  and  the  Ministry. 

(c)  Grace  and  the  Sacraments. 

IV.  The  Church’s  Fellowship  in  Life  and  Worship 

(a)  The  Life  of  the  Church  as  expressed  in 

the  Holy  Communion. 

(b)  The  Communion  of  Saints. 

(c)  The  Church  and  the  Churches  : includ- 

ing such  questions  as  those  affecting 

Intercommunion,  Federation,  etc. 

Three  further  points  may  be  mentioned  in  connection 
with  the  work  of  the  Continuation  Committee  between  1927 
and  1931. 

At  its  meeting  in  1928  it  was  resolved  : 

“ that  the  Continuation  Committee  reaffirms  the  foundation 
principle  of  the  World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order  that  the 
ultimate  union  of  the  churches  requires  1 the  clear  statement 
and  full  consideration  of  those  thing's  in  which  we  differ  as 
well  as  of  those  thing's  in  which  we  are  at  one.’  It  is  of 
opinion  that,  while  particular  schemes  of  reunion  must  cer- 
tainly be  left  to  the  churches  themselves  acting-  on  their  own 
initiative,  the  movement  on  Faith  and  Order,  in  carrying-  out 
the  work  of  the  Lausanne  Conference,  should  endeavour  to 
bring-  inter-church  enterprises  for  reunion  to  the  knowledge 
of  its  _ adherents  in  all  the  churches,  thus  encouraging-  the 
organic  growth  of  church  unity.’ ’ 

In  the  following  year  a Committee  of  Theologians 
was  appointed  under  the  chairmanship  of  the  Rt.  Rev. 
Arthur  C.  Headlam,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Gloucester.  After 
two  years’  work  this  Committee  presented  a report  on 
“ The  Doctrine  of  Grace,”  and  a volume  of  essays  on  this 
subject  which  was  published  in  England  and  America. 
There  is  a French  edition  of  the  Report,  but  lack  of  funds 
has  so  far  prevented  the  translation  of  the  larger  volume 
into  other  languages  than  English.  In  1931  this  Com-* 
mittee  was  asked  to  continue  its  work  and  to  turn  its  atten- 
tion to  the  Doctrine  of  the  Eucharist.  Meanwhile  the 
German  section  of  the  Movement  had  published,  in  1930, 
a volume  of  studies  on  “ The  Church  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment,” edited  by  Professor  D.  Friedrich  Siegmund- 
Schultze. 

After  the  1930  meeting  invitations  were  sent  to  the 
various  churches  to  appoint  their  delegates  to  the  1937 
World  Conference,  and  a growing  list  of  acceptances  is 
being  compiled,  already  containing  more  than  170  names. 
It  is  very  important  that  these  appointments  should  be 
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made  as  early  as  possible.  The  success  of  the  Conference 
will  largely  depend  on  the  extent  to  which  the  delegates 
are  already  familiar  with  the  problems  they  will  come  to- 
gether to  face,-  and  early  appointment  enables  them  to  be 
using  the  intervening  years  to  prepare  themselves  in  ways 
to  be  described  later. 

/ Towards  the  end  of  1931  the  effects  of  the  world 
economic  crisis  began  to  make  themselves  felt  in  the 
finances  of  the  Movement.  Meetings  of  the  Continuation 
Committee  are  inevitably  somewhat  expensive,  as  they 
involve  the  gathering  together  of  some  two  hundred  people 
from  all  over  the  world.  Many  of  them  could  not  come 
unless  given  some  assistance  towards  the  cost  of  travel,  and 
the  number  of  these  increases  as  financial  depression 
diminishes  the  private  resources  of  those  who  would  have 
paid  their  own  way.  Consequently  it  was  not  possible  to 
hold  such  meetings  in  1932  or  1933,  and  the  same  cause 
prevented  the  Committee  of  Theologians  from  meeting  to 
begin  their  work  on  the  Eucharist.  This  was  much  to  be 
regretted,  and  has  meant  a temporary  slowing  up  in  the 
work  of  the  Movement,  as  the  annual  Meetings  of  the  Con- 
tinuation Committee  were  the  chief  occasions  for  carrying 
on  the  kind  of  discussions  which  were  initiated  at  the 
World  Conference  and  which  the  Movement  exists  to 
promote. 

The  last  two  years,  however,  have  not  been  wasted. 
In  preparation  for  the  next  World  Conference  there  was 
necessary  work  to  be  done  which  was  not  dependent  on  the 
meetings  of  the  Continuation  Committee,  and  this  has 
been  carried  steadily  forward.  A small  Executive  Com- 
mittee has  continued  to  meet  some  three  times  a year;  in 
different  parts  of  the  world  there  have  been  meetings  of 
local  groups  of  members  and  supporters ; invitations  to  the 
next  World  Conference  have  been  issued,  and  the  delegates 
appointed,  together  with  the  members  of  the  Continuation 
Committee,  have  been  regularly  supplied  with  information 
concerning  the  work  of  the  Movement. 

In  the  winter  of  1932-1933  certain  factors  made 
necessary  a reorganisation  of  the  Movement’s  staff,  which 
was  carried  through  in  the  spring  of  the  latter  year. 
Hitherto  the  administration  of  the  Movement  had  been  in 
the  hands  of  its  most  efficient  full-time  secretary,  Mr.  R.  W. 
Brown  (who  had  been  closely  associated  with  Mr.  Robert 
Gardiner  for  many  years  before  his  death)  and  offices  were 
maintained  both  in  America  and  at  Geneva.  Matters 
which  required  the  attention  of  a trained  theologian  were 
referred  to  the  Very  Rev.  H.  N.  Bate,  then  Rector  of  Had- 
leigh  in  England,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Refer- 
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ence.  After  his  appointment  to  York  Minster  in  1932, 
Dean  Bate  found  that  he  could  no  longer  give  to  the  work 
of  Faith  and  Order  the  same  time  and  attention  as  before; 
and  just  at  this  time  the  Executive  Committee  was  becom- 
ing convinced  that  the  preparations  for  the  next  World 
Conference  were  reaching  a stage  at  which  the  attention  of 
a trained  theologian  would  be  required  more,  rather  than 
less,  than  before.  It  was  therefore  decided  to  create  a new 
office  of  “ Theological  Secretary,”  and  the  Rev.  Canon 
Hodgson,  of  Winchester,  England,  was  appointed  to  this 
post. 

Meanwhile,  the  financial  shadows  were  growing'* 
darker  rather  than  lighter,  and  before  the  winter  was  out 
it  became  clear  that  the  Movement  could  no  longer  afford 
to  maintain  its  two  offices  or  to  retain  the  services  of  a full- 
time General  Secretary.  To  meet  the  emergency  the  newly 
appointed  Theological  Secretary  agreed  for  the  time  to  act 
also  as  General  Secretary,  and  the  European  office  of  the 
Movement  was  transferred  from  Geneva  to  his  house  at 
Winchester. 

This  arrangement  cannot  be  regarded  as  more  than  a 
temporary  expedient.  Attention  to  the  business  of  the 
Movement’s  organisation  makes  it  difficult  for  the  joint 
holder  of  both  offices  to  give  the  necessary  time  to  the  work 
for  which  a Theological  Secretary  was  and  is  required,  and 
as  soon  as  funds  are  available  it  will  be  wise  policy  again 
to  divide  the  two  functions.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the 
Movement  should  revert  to  the  policy  of  having  as  its 
central  administration  a business  office  from  which  matters 
requiring  his  attention  are  referred  to  the  Theological 
Secretary ; it  would  probably  be  better  for  the  Theological 
Secretary  to  refer  matters  of  administration  to  an  Organis- 
ing Secretary.  This  problem  will  have  to  be  faced  in  the 
coming  years,  and  its  right  solution  will  enable  the  Move- 
ment to  look  back  to  the  years  of  finanical  difficulty  as  a 
time  when  circumstances  necessitated  a Revision  of  its 
administrative  organisation  in  which  the  foundations  were 
laid  for  sound  progress  in  the  future. 

The  Present. 

As  we  have  seen,  it  has  not  been  possible  for  the 
Continuation  Committee  or  the  Committee  of  Theologians 
to  meet  since  1931.  But  does  this  mean  that  the  work 
which  the  Movement  exists  to  do  must  necessarily  be 
suspended  until  they  can  be  called  together  again?  By 
no  means.  That  work  is  the  bringing  together  of  men  of 
different  churches  in  order  that  they  may  explain  their 
positions  to  one  another,  may  discover  their  agreements 
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and  disagreements,  and  may  explore  the  ways  by  which 
the  obstacles  to  unity  presented  by  the  latter  may  be  over- 
come. Central  gatherings,  such  as  World  Conferences  and 
meetings  of  the  Continuation  Committee  are  indeed 
essential  to  this  work;  but  there  is  also  need  of  “ little 
Lausannes  **  all  over  the  world  : the  gathering  together  of 
groups  drawn  from  different  ecclesiastical  traditions  in 
order  that  they  may  meet  in  the  spirit  of  the  Faith  and 
Order  Movement  and  carry  on  its  work.  At  its  meeting 
in  August,  1933,  the  Executive  Committee  took  steps  to 
ensure  that  the  present  winter  should  be  used  for  a forward 
movement  along  these  lines. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  responses  of  the 
Churches  to  the  Report  of  the  first  World  Conference 
provided  the  Continuation  Committee  with  the  material  for 
the  programme  of  future  work,  and  that  the  Committee  of 
Theologians  has  produced  a Report  on  one  of  the  subjects 
contained  in  it:  The  Doctrine  of  Grace.  The  Executive 
^Committee  decided  to  recommend  for  local  discussion  this 
Report,  together  with  questions  on  two  other  subjects,  The 
Nature  and  Purpose  of  the  Church  and  The  Sacraments. 
The  questions  drawn  up  and  circulated  are  as  follows  : 

On  the  Doctrine  of  Grace: 

(a)  Does  the  Group  agree  with  the  final  statement  of  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  of  Theologians  on  the  Doctrine  of  Grace 
[Report,  Conclusion  7,  pp.  27,  28)  that  in  the  light  of  the 
agreements  stated  on  pp.  24-7  the  differences  of  opinion  on 
this  doctrine,  when  examined,  are  found  to  be  tenable  in  one 
united  church  ? 

fb)  If  not,  on  what  points  is  there  disagreement  so  acute  as  to  be 
a bar  to  reunion  ? State  as  carefully  as  possible  the  views 
which  it  is  found  impossible  to  reconcile. 

On  the  Nature  and  Purpose  of  the  Church: 

fa)  What  are  the  characteristics  by  which  the  Church  may  be 
known  ? Are  you  satisfied  with  the  statement  in  the  Report 
of  Section  III  of  the  1927  Lausanne  Conference  ? 

fb)  Should  we  think  of  the  Church  as  a special  gift  of  God,  the 
normal  channel  of  His  Grace,  and  an  indispensable  element 
in  His  plan  of  salvation,  or  is  it  a voluntary  association  of 
Christian  believers  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  purpose  of  God  ? 

fc)  Should  we  think  of  the  Church  primarily  as  the  society  of  the 
saved,  or  as  the  instrument  of  God  for  His  work  on  earth  ? 
How  far  and  in  what  way  is  it  God’s  purpose  to  use  the 
Church  for  bringing-  in  a better  social  order  ? In  what  sense 
is  salvation  only  in  the  Church? 

fd)  Is  any  structure  or  constitution  necessary  to  make  the  Church 
what  God  wills  it  to  be,  and  to  maintain  its  unity  ? If  so, 
must  it  be  a single  uniform  constitution,  or  may  the  functions 
of  the  One  Church  be  discharged  through  parallel  organisa- 
tions, under  a federal  constitution  or  otherwise  ? 

(e)  How  far  is  it  God’s  will  that  the  Church  should  accept  its 
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form  and  characteristics  from  the  State,  or  from  the  national 
civilisation,  of  any  country  in  which  it  is  at  work? 

(f)  What  difference  is  made  in  our  thought  of  the  Church  by  the 
doctrine  that  it  includes  the  Church  Triumphant  as  well  as 
the  Church  Militant?  What  is  the  bearing  of  this  doctrine 
on  the  social  mission  of  the  Church  ? 

(g)  What  practical  duties  follow  from  the  conclusions  reached  on 
the  above  points,  for  Christians  as  individuals  and  members 
of  the  Church? 

On  the  Sacraments : 

(a)  What  is  meant  by  sacraments?  Should  the  word  be  confined 
to  ordinances  of  the  Church,  and,  if  so,  to  which? 

(b)  Are  sacraments  meant  by  God  to  be  essential  elements  in  the 
life  of  His  Church  on  earth? 

(c)  Is  there  anything  that  may  be  called  a “ special  grace  ” 
which  can  be  received  through  the  sacraments  and  in  no  other 
way  ? If  so,  is  it  in  any  way  definable  ? 

(d)  Would  there  be  any  place  in  the  United  Church  for  a non- 
sacramental  Christianity  such  as  is  represented  by  the  Society 
of  F riends  ? 

(e)  Does  the  Group  accept  the  conclusions  of  the  Committee  of 
Theologians  on  the  subject  of  Grace  in  the  Sacraments  (see 
Report  on  the  Doctrine  of  Grace , p.  26)  ? 

(f)  Does  this  section  of  the  Report  on  the  Doctrine  of  Grace  leave 
out  any  further  essential  points  on  which  there  are  disagree- 

• ments  such  as  to  bar  the  way  to  reunion  ? 

(g)  Can  we  unite  in  the  celebration  of  the  Holy  Communion  with- 
out agreement  (a)  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  celebration,  (b) 
with  regard  to  the  doctrine  of  the  presence  of  Christ,  and  (c) 
with  regard  to  the  authority  of  the  officiating  minister? 

(h)  As  a result  of  its  discussions,  what  criticism  does  the  Group 
wish  to  offer  of  the  Report  of  Section  VI  of  the  1927 
Lausanne  Conference  ? 

(i)  In  view  of  the  conclusions  reached,  how  are  the  specific 
sacraments  related  to  the  general  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  in 
the  world  and  in  the  Church  ? 

These  questions,  together  with  copies  of  the  Report  of 
the  1927  Conference,  and  of  the  Theologians’  Report  on  the 
Doctrine  of  Grace  have  been  circulated  to  the  appointed 
delegates  for  1937,  and  to  others,  together  with  a letter 
asking  them  to  gather  round  them  groups  for  their  dis- 
cussion, and  to  send  in  to  the  Theological  Secretary  in  the 
spring  of  1934  a report  on  their  findings.  It  is  hoped  by 
this  to  fulfil  three  aims  : (1)  to  help  the  delegates  to  prepare 
themselves  for  their  work  at  the  World  Conference;  (2)  to 
create  an  educated  opinion  in  the  places  from  which  they 
come,  as  a background  to  the  work  of  the  Conference ; and 
(3)  to  assist  the  Continuation  Committee  in  its  work  of 
preparing  the  programme  for  the  Conference  by  providing 
information  about  what  points  of  disagreement  are  actually 
felt  to  be  most  vital  in  different  parts  of  the  world.  That 
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programme,  as  finally  drawn  up,  will  thus  have  been  con- 
structed as  follows  : 

1.  The  1927  Conference  presented  its  Report  to  the 

churches. 

2.  The  Responses  of  the  churches  were  studied. 

3.  Arising  out  of  the  responses,  a programme  of  sub- 

jects was  adopted. 

4.  These  subjects  were  given  preliminary  study  by 

(i)  the  Committee  of  Theologians,  (ii)  Local 

Groups,  (iii)  the  Continuation  Committee. 

It  must  be  remembered  throughout  that  the  purpose  of 
the  Faith  and  Order  Movement  is  not  to  devise  schemes  of 
reunion  and  dictate  to  the  churches  what  they  are  to  do, 
but  to  help  the  churches  to  find  their  own  way  to  unity. 
Thus  the  promotion  of  these  Local  Discussion  Groups  is  an 
integral  part  of  its  work,  since  they  aim  at  enabling  it  to 
moVe  towards  unity  not  on  behalf  of  the  churches,  but 
through  the  activities  of  the  churches  themselves. 

Besides  this  work,  which  is  being  organised  directly 
from  the  central  office  of  the  Movement,  there  are  various 
activities  of  local  national  sections  of  members  and 
supporters.  In  the  United  States  of  America  a Committee 
of  Theologians  has  been  formed  under  the  chairmanship 
of  Dean  Willard  L.  Sperry,  of  Harvard.  Reports  come  in 
of  meetings  held  in  France,  Czechoslovakia  and  elsewhere 
which  shew  that  steady  progress  is  being  made  in 
approaching  the  problem  of  disunity  by  the  methods  of 
our  Movement.  In  England  Faith  and  Order  may  justly 
claim  to  be  the  parent  of  a new  organisation  which  has 
come  into  existence  under  the  name  of  “ Friends  of 
Reunion,”  and  is  now  getting  seriously  to  work.  About 
this  a few  words  must  be  said. 

The  local  activities  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Movement 
look  towards  the  centre.  They  are  preparing  the  ground 
for  the  work  of  the  World  Conference,  when  accredited 
representatives  of  the  churches  will  meet  to  discuss  subjects 
suggested  by  the  churches  in  their  official  responses  to  the 
Reports  of  previous  Conferences.  But  if  this  work  is  to 
bear  its  full  fruit  it  must  be  known  about,  understood, 
and  supported  by  the  membership  of  the  church  at  large. 
Every  practising  Christian  must  be  taught  to  take  an 
interest  in  church  unity,  to  care  about  it,  to  pray  about  it, 
and  to  follow  with  enthusiasm  whatever  efforts  are  being 
made  to  promote  it.  The  ” Friends  of  Reunion  ” are 
undertaking  the  task  of  carrying  this  message  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  British  Isles.  Convinced  of 
the  vital  necessity  of  carrying  forward  the  work  of  Faith 


10 


and  Order,  they  say  to  us,  “ Go  on  and  prosper  with  your 
preparations  for  the  next  World  Conference ; and  count  on 
us  to  do  our  utmost  to  win  you  the  support  of  every  con- 
gregation of  Christian  people  in  our  land.” 

It  cannot  be  assumed  that  in  every  country  this  work^ 
will  be  best  performed  by  the  creation  of  an  independent 
auxiliary  organisation.  The  best  policy  for  the  Faith  and 
Order  Movement  as  a whole  seems  to  be  to  encourage  its 
different  national  sections  to  develop  their  corporate  self- 
consciousness  as  units  in  the  whole  Movement  and  to  face 
the  problem  for  themselves.  Of  all  such  national  sections, 
the  American  is  probably  the  best  organised  up  to  date, 
and  by  a resolution  of  the  Executive  Committee  passed  in 
August,  1933,  it  was  asked  to  address  itself  to  this  problem 
during  the  present  winter.  Under  the  leadership  of  Dr.. 
Merle  d’Aubigne  the  French  section  is  making  good 
progress,  and  it  is  hoped  that  other  sections  will  follow 
suit. 

Another  question  which  is  engaging  the  attention  of 
the  Executive  Committee  is  that  of  the  relation  of  the 
Lausanne  Movement  to  other  international  movements 
which  are  working  for  the  reunion  of  Christendom.  If  one/ 
wishes  to  envisage  the  Reunion  Movement  as  a whole,  at 
least  six  organisations  must  be  kept  in  view.  The  Inter- 
national Missionary  Council,  the  World1  Student  Christian 
Federation,  and  the  Young  Men’s  and  Young  Women’s 
Christian  Associations  came  into  existence  for  the 
coordination  of  work  already  being  done  by  the  different 
churches.  The  World  Alliance  for  Promoting  Inter- 
national Friendship  through  the  Churches  was  formed  to 
marshal  the  forces  of  Christendom  in  the  cause  of  peace. 
The  Universal  Christian  Council  for  Life  and  Work  (the 
“ Stockholm  Movement  ”),  has  set  itself  to  approach  the 
problem  of  disunity  by  discovering  through  practical 
experiment  how  far  the  different  churches  can  work  to- 
gether for  the  good  of  mankind  without  compromising 
their  principles.  And  the  World  Conference  on  Faith  and 
Order  approaches  the  same  problem  by  examining  those 
principles  themselves. — principles  which,  if  full  organic 
unity  is  to  be  achieved,  must  be  reconciled  without  being 
compromised.  It  is  clear  that  each  organisation  has  come 
into  being  to  do  a special  work  which  must  be  done  and 
which  it,  and  it  alone,  is  competent  to  perform.  But  it  is 
clear  that  if  the  Movement  as  a whole  is  to  go  forward,  if 
wasteful  overlapping  and  undesirable  rivalry  are  to  be 
avoided,  each  must  realise  its  position  as  one  unit  in  a 
larger  whole,  and  be  ready  to  lend  what  help  it  can  to  the 
others  when  some  contribution  is  required  which  lies  within 
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its  own  field.  The  time  does  not  yet  seem  to  be  ripe  for 
the  formation  of  any  official  or  permanent  inter-movement 
council;  but  from  time  to  time  officials  of  the  different 
movements  meet  in  informal  conversations  to  talk  over 
their  problems.  In  such  conversations  it  is  clearly  the  view 
of  all  that  Faith  and  Order  has  a valuable  contribution  to 
make  which  can  only  be  made  if  it  preserves  its  integrity 
as  an  independent  movement  and  continues  its  work  along 
the  distinctive  lines  which  it  has  made  its  own. 

The  Future. 

When  any  movement  such  as  ours  is  well  under  way, 
it  always  has  to  beware  of  becoming  so  preoccupied  with 
the  business  of  keeping  itself  moving  that  it  loses  sight  of 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  set  in  motion.  In  our  particu- 
lar Movement  there  are  two  dangers  to  be  avoided.  The 
first  is  the  danger  of  devoting  so  much  money,  time  and 
energy  to  matters  of  organisation  and  administration  that 
slow  progress  in  the  Movement’s  real  work  is  hidden 
behind  a delusive  sense  of  activity.  Appointments  have  to 
be  made,  records  kept,  finance  administered  and  accounts 
rendered.  These  things  require  money,  time  and  energy. 
But  unless  the  issue  is  an  even  greater  expenditure  of 
money,  time  and  energy  on  the  actual  study  and  compari- 
son of  the  different  ecclesiastical  traditions,  the  proportions 
are  wrong  and  the  Movement  suffers. 

✓ The  second  danger  is  that  of  forgetting  that  Faith  and 
Order,  is,  so  to  speak,  a movement  created  in  order  to 
perish.  This  may  not  be  true  of  some  other  movements. 
The  Stockholm  Movement,  for  example,  may  reasonably 
believe  that  a reunited  Christendom  will  still  require  an 
organ  for  studying  the  practical  application  of  Christian 
principles  to  the  problems  of  life  and  work.  But  with  that 
final  reconciliation  of  disagreements  for  which  we  work 
and  pray,  the  Lausanne  Movement  will  first  sing  Laus  Deo 
and  then  Nunc  Dimittis.  Hence  the  determination  to 
explore  and  fully  and  frankly  to  face  disagreements  (which 
is  a distinctive  characteristic  of  the  Movement)  must 
always  be  coupled  with  an  equally  resolute  determination 
to  explore  every  possible  way  of  their  reconciliation,  and  to 
thank  God  for  every  advance  made  by  the  Churches  which 
diminishes  the  scope  of  our  work.  Movements  are  not 
immune  to  the  influence  of  a kind  of  instinct  of  self- 
preservation.  No  more  than  men  do  they  find  it  easy  to 
accept  the  saying  that  he  that  loseth  his  life  shall  save  it. 
But  forewarned  is  forearmed,  and  with  our  eyes  opened  to 
the  danger  we  shall  steadily  resist  the  temptation  to  let 
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our  Movement  become  the  Devil’s  agent  for  keeping  the 
churches  apart  rather  than  God’s  minister  of  reconciliation. 

It  follows  that  the  future  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Move- 
ment must  be  a progressive  realisation  of  its  vocation  to  a 
ministry  of  reconciliation.  What  will  this  require  in  the 
way  of  definite,  concrete  activities? 

It  will  require  the  continuance  into  the  future  of  the 
activities  of  the  present.  Much  will  be  gained  if  during 
this  winter  the  Local  Discussion  Groups  realise  the  impor- 
tant part  they  have  to  play  in  the  work  of  the  Movement, 
and  provide  next  spring  a good  crop  of  material  for  the 
Theological  Secretary  to  get  to  work  on.  It  will  then  fall 
to  him  to  present  this  material  to  the  Executive  Committee 
in  May,  and  with  the  assistance  of  that  Committee  (and  the 
Committee  of  Reference)  to  prepare  the  programme  for  the 
meeting  next  summer  of  the  Continuation  Committee  and 
the  1937  delegates.  To  that  meeting  in  the  summer  con- 
tributions will  be  brought  by  Dean  Sperry’s  American 
Theological  Committee,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  French, 
German  and  other  groups  will  also'  have  contributions  to 
make.  It  should  then  be  possible  to  see  in  clearer  detail 
the  work  which  lies  before  the  next  World  Conference.  The 
points  to  be  referred  to  the  Local  Discussion  Groups  during 
the  following  winter  will  be  determined,  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Theologians  will  get  to  work  on  its  study  of  the 
Eucharist. 

It  is  inevitable  that  much  of  the  work  of  the  Movement 
should  increasingly  be  work  for  theologians.  It  is  the 
theologian’s  task  to  reflect  upon  the  faith  and  practice  of 
Christians  as  they  are  actually  being  exercised,  to 
elucidate  their  underlying  principles,  set  them  in  their 
historical  perspective,  and  reveal  their  mutual  compati- 
bility and  incompatibility.  But  this  theological  work  will 
be  barren  unless  in  turn  its  results  are  tested  by  experi- 
ments in  faith  and  practice  carried  out  not  by  theologians 
alone  but  by  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  Christians.  It  is 
doubtful  whether  these  experiments  can  be  initiated 
directly  by  the  Movement  itself.  To  do  so  might  involve 
it  in  sponsoring  activities  inconsistent  with  the  convictions 
of  some  of  the  participating  churches,  and  this  would 
destroy  its  specific  usefulness  as  a meeting  ground  on 
which  the  official  representatives  of  all  churches  can  meet 
fearlessly  to  examine  their  own  and  one  another’s  posi- 
tions. All  the  more  need  is  there  that  the  Faith  and  Order 
Movement  shall  not  carry  on  its  own  work  in  isolation  from 
other  bodies,  but  with  a full  realisation  of  its  place  as  a 
cooperating  unit  in  the  Reunion  Movement  as  a whole. 
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This  means  that  the  conversations  between  officials  of 
our  Movement  and  those  of  others  will  have  to  be  con- 
tinued, with  a view  to  embracing  whatever  opportunities 
may  present  themselves  of  working  together  for  the 
common  end.  There  is  no  fear  of  this  leading  to  the  loss 
of  our  Movement’s  independence,  or  of  its  ceasing  to  move 
.along  those  distinctive  paths  which  experience  has  shewn 
to  be  necessary  for  the  fulfilment  of  its  task.  The  kind  of 
contribution  it  is  called  upon  to  make,  and  the  conditions 
required  for  it  to  make  it,  are  too  well-known  for  it  to  be 
tempted  to  stray.  It  will  continue  to  be  the  Movement  in 
which  the  official  delegates  of  the  churches  can  meet  with- 
out fear  of  being  asked  to  do  anything  involving  the  com- 
promise of  their  principles,  until  by  the  action  of  the 
•churches  themselves  such  fear  has  been  removed  by  the 
removal  of  its  cause.  Then,  but  not  till  then,  will  the  Faith 
and  Order  Movement,  as  it  has  been,  is,  and  will  continue 
to  be,  come  to  an  end. 

Along  these  paths,  and  towards  this  goal  it  will  move 
forward.  For  this  purpose  it  asks  the  support  of  all 
Christian  men  and  women.  It  asks  them  to  pray  for  it,  to 
work  for  it,  to  give  to  it.  The  financial  difficulties  of  the 
last  few  years  have  produced  the  only  factor  which  gives 
•cause  for  anxiety  as  it  faces  the  future.  As  we  have  seen, 
this  time  of  difficulty  has  been!  used  to  good  effect  in  laying 
sound  foundations  for  further  advance.  But  that  advance 
will  need  the  generous  support  of  all  who  are  convinced  of 
the  greatness  of  the  work  to  be  done,  and  have  heard  the 
•call  of  God  to  seek  that  unity  of  the  Christian  Church 
which  is  in  accordance  with  His  will.  The  urgent  need  of 
developing  the  theological  side  of  the  work  and  the  vital 
importance  of  calling  together  next  summer  a full  meeting 
of  the  Continuation  Committee  with  the  1937  delegates 
require  a considerable  increase  in  the  present  income  of  the 
Movement.  That  increase  will  come  if  we  are  faithful  in 
our  prajmr  and  work,  and  give  what  we  can  to  this  service 
of  God. 
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The  following  publications  may  be  obtained  without 

charge  from  the  Secretariat  at  Cheyney  Court,  Winchester, 

England,  or  hi,  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  City,  U.S.A. 

No.  43.  Twenty  Paragraphs  about  the  World  Con- 
ference on  Faith  and  Order.  1922,  revised 
1933- 

No.  55.  Reports  of  the  Lausanne  Conference.  1927. 

No.  5 7.  The  Conference  at  Lausanne,  by  Frances 
Parkinson  Keyes.  1928. 

No.  63.  Records  of  the  Continuation  Committee, 
Miirren,  Switzerland,  August  26-29,  I93°- 

No.  64.  Report  on  the  Responses  from  the 
Churches  to  the  Lausanne  Reports,  pre- 
sented to  the  Continuation  Committee  at 
Miirren,  Switzerland,  August,  1930. 

No.  65.  Records  of  the  Continuation  Committee, 
High  Leigh,  Hoddesdon,  England,  August 
18-21,  1931. 

No.  66.  The  Theology  of  Grace  : Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Theologians.  1931. 

No.  67.  The  Lausanne  Movement.  1932. 


The  following  may  be  ordered  through  any  book- 
seller : 

Faith  and  Order  : Proceedings  of  the 
World  Conference,  Lausanne,  August  3-2 1 , 
1927.  London:  Student  Christian  Movement 
Press ; New  York  : Doubleday,  Doran  & Co.,  Inc. 
Price,  10/6;  $2.50. 

The  Doctrine  of  Grace.  Edited  by  W.  T. 
Whitley,  LL.D.  London : Student  Christian 
Movement  Press;  New  York:  The  Macmillan 
Company.  Price,  15/-;  $4. 50. 
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